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this force, as already stated, was stationed at Hyderabad,
but the remainder was garrisoned at Aurungabad and in
Berar. These reforms, however, were not carried out
for nothing ; the peshkash of nine lakhs was soon found
to be insufficient to provide for their payment, and by
the year 1818 the cost of these re-formed troops, generally
known as the Russell Brigade, amounted to 36 lakhs of
rupees.
At the time of which we are writing the total revenue

of the Hvderabad State could not have amounted to

*j

more than a crore and a half of rupees, or about one
and a half million sterling, for the Mahrattas still con-
tinued to levy chouth over a considerable portion of the
western districts. When it is further remembered that
the Nizam still maintained a very large army and had
also assigned more than half a crore of jaghirs for the
upkeep of the Paigah force, it will be understood that the
cost of this Russell Brigade constituted a very heavy
drain, and that after meeting the demands of the Nizam
there was but little left to cover the cost of administra-
tion. Chundoo Lai, however, knowing that these re-formed
troops were a special hobby of the Resident, made no
difficulties in supplying him with the necessary funds,
whilst at the same time he furnished the Nizam with the
money which he demanded. In this way there arose a
period of financial embarrassment which lasted for at
least 25 years more, and threatened in the end to plunge
the State into a condition of insolvency.

In the meantime, the long-threatened war of extermina-
tion against the Pindari hordes had actually commenced
in 1817. Lord Hastings' plan was to envelop them on
all sides ; from the south by the Nizam's Subsidiary
Force ; from the west by an army from Bombay ; whilst
he in person accompanied the grand army from the north